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SOME OF THE CAST... 

Chris Mundy Ashley Thomas Sr Joyce & Tony Kennedy Helen Austin Gai Di Donna 

OFEIN1BWG L1EW W I D O W S 
Is Cook the kind of town you run away 
from...or to? The remote outback has 
always been a place where faith can be 
found at work. 
ARRIVING AT COOK, nurse, Chris 
Munday settled into the local action quick-
ly, achieving fame by pouring a bucket of 
water over the Major. Was this typical of 
the events in Cook? "Yes, yes, yes!": says 
Chris. "Isolated living does incredible 
things to your sense of a good time. The 
people were wonderful - they made the 
most of every situation and we had a lot of 
fun". 
Chris Munday joined BCA to serve for 12 
months and found her way to Cook. Others 
also came. 
"On seeing the need for a nurse in Cook, 
my first reaction was: "Not me Lord!" says 
Robyn Bryan. "All my nursing experience 
had been in hospitals well-supported by 
nursing colleagues and doctors 'on tap'". 
Rob had seen our advertisement in the Real 
Australian where we were seeking nurses 
to assist with the ministry in Cook on the 
Nullarbor Plain in South Australia. 
Cook has a population of 80 people, 20 of 

whom work for the Australian National 
Railways. Perth is 1,527 km away. BCA 
staff run the hospital which is responsible 
for the medical, social and spiritual care of 
the surrounding areas. They also look after 
the local weather information service! 
Rob Bryan had had a difficult time, work-
ing and caring for her sick mother. "I was 
recuperating, mentally, emotionally and 
physically. Unable to settle into finishing 
professional and other reading, God kept 
bringing that ad to my attention. Gradually, 
like Moses (who didn't think he was a 
Remote Area Leader), God confirmed my 
call to Cook." 
"After a good nights sleep on the Indian 
Pacific, I arrived in Cook. The next few 
days were spent getting to know the layout 
of the hospital, the town's two streets and 
of course, learning to read the weather and 
coding it for transmission to Adelaide. I 
wonder if there's a meteorological term for 
"new chum"? I'm sure they got a few 
smiles - and Gai (Sister Gai Di Donna) a 
few grey hairs." 
In early November Gai Di Donna faxed to 
the Federal Secretary a letter she had 
received. It starts: "Dear Director, I've just 

Front Cover Story - from Cook 

watched The World Around Us episode 
about your town. I've just come to the end 
of my second year of a nursing degree at 
Sydney University. I have always had an 
interest in the role of a remote area nurse 
and am writing to ask if there is any 
possibility that I might do some work 
experience?" 
BCA contacted the writer. Among the 
questions we asked was: "Why Cook?" 
The response we received was revealing: 
"The thought of working at Cook touches 
something deep inside me and arouses feel-
ings of excitement and interest. I think I 
am attracted to the sheer remoteness of the 
town and to the prospect of being part of 
such a close-knit community. I am also 
attracted to a holistic approach to health 
care". 

The writer of those words was Lucy 
Lehane. "As the train pulled out of Central 
station my immediate thoughts were direct-
ed towards trying to keep a brave face in 
an attempt to allay some of my parents' 
obvious anxiety about the trip," recalls 
Lucy. 
ARRIVAL 
Rob Bryan, who had made it to Cook first, 

noted the new arrival at the time: "Lucy, a 
student nurse from Sydney, has arrived for 
four weeks of work experience. I will 
enjoy her company - and she loves cook-
ing!" Rob and Lucy also talked about faith. 
"Lucy, like all of us, is learning about 
Jesus," says Rob. "And we had some won-
derful times delving into God's word." 
Lucy was struck by the beauty of the land 
and its people. "My memories of Cook are 
of the incredible landscape and wonderful 
people. Met at the station by Gai, I was 
struck be her warmth and enthusiasm. 
After the first of many cups of tea I was 
shown around the hospital. Cook hospital 
is a charming old hospital building with 
wide corridors and the many windows and 
glass doors give a lot of light". 
"It took me a while to get used to the quiet-
ness, having always lived in large cities'" 
says Lucy. "After my first dinner at Cook, 
Rob and I went for a wander down the 
main street. I was stunned by the sheer 
beauty of the sunset. The colours were bril-
liant, with nothing between us and the hori-
zon -1 had never seen anything like it". 
"There was a town BBQ to welcome us. 
The children wasted no time saying hello 

Opening New Windows con't. 
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and getting their share of hugs from me," 
says Robyn, "I was only too willing to 
oblige". Rob remembers thinking at the 
time, "I hope I can show them how special 
they are to God". 
COOK'S CHORES 
The daily tasks were unlike anything they 
had ever experienced. Rob recalls a typical 
day: "Well today, Tuesday, is Flying 
Doctor clinic day, so its off to check the air 
strip. To do this we take the Toyota 
Landcruiser onto the all weather, unsealed 
strip, get it up to 80kms/hour - a rare thing 
for this vehicle (after all the town street 
isn't as long as the airstrip!), and drive 
down both sides looking for rabbit holes, 
big rocks or saltbush (which we drive over 
to flatten out). You then check the fuel and 
shed drums to see if there is enough fuel 
for future requirements, check the wind 
direction (via the wind sock), the weather-
vane and the wind speed (via the 
anemometer), and get the information 
ready for the pilot". 
Chris only had two fears: "Having to main-
tain the 4WD - and probably the fear of not 
having a Doctor at hand and being med-
ically responsible for the towns people". 
Lucy remembers becoming part of the 
locals' lives. " I was lucky to be invited to a 
few birthday parties. These were always 
large and very happy gatherings. I was 
touched by how welcoming the people of 
Cook were. Another thing which struck me 
was how affectionate and personable the 
children of Cook were. They loved to give 
hugs". 
Rob remembers the difficult times too. One 
time, floodwaters washed out the track east 
of Kalgoorlie. "Cook suddenly became 
very quiet, with no train activity from the 
west. "The Sugar" back on the rails now 
had to pack and go west to the washaway 
to repair the damage. It would be a big job 
and no-one knew how long they would be 
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away. The wives and children were used to 
their men being away for short periods, but 
this would be different." 
After 22 very quiet days, the first train 
came through. "It was a lovely sound! It 
had been a very hard time for everyone, to 
keep busy and not become depressed". 
FAITH GROWING IN THE DESERT 
"Finally the last two fathers made it home 
from fixing the washaway," recalls Rob. "I 
know of at least one lad who just didn't 
make it to school that day, but was he 
proud to show me the photos of the work 
his Dad had been doing! As roadmaster, the 
buck - and the flack - stopped with him. It 
was good to take time over a cuppa to 
encourage him on a job well done." 
"As a nation, Australians are more keen to 
knock than encourage. We are special to 
God, so let us encourage each other with 
this good news". 
For Lucy, Cook was a place of inspiration 
and faith. "I don't believe that God merely 
touches our lives. I believe God is always 
present - it's up to us whether we turn and 
face Him. When we do, we realise His 
power and glory. I went to Cook at a time 
when I was seeking a personal relationship 
with God....with my creator. I felt lost, con-
fused and doubtful. I was inspired by Rob's 
faith to persevere with establishing my 
own." 

"The bookshelves at the hospital were full 
of a range of religious books and I read as 
much as I could. I was helped tremendous-
ly by Rob who patiently answered my 
seemingly constant barrage of questions". 
LIFE AFTER COOK 
"I went to Cook unsure whether nursing 
was for me," says Lucy." I was considering 
trying something else this year. My experi-
ence in Cook reaffirmed the reasons why I 
chose to do nursing in the first place: my 
love of people and my interest in the diver-

sity of the human experience. My experi-
ence at Cook opened new windows in my 
mind". 
"My time as a nurse in Cook was very dif-
ferent - almost a working holiday," says 
Rob. "God had given me a real peace about 
the care my mother was receiving and I 
was able to leave her in His care. As my 
friends back home wrote to me, increasing 
their faith and mine, our friendships were 
deepened". 
"The mission goes on for me'" says Chris 
Munday. "I see it's the same today as yes-
terday and will be tomorrow, whether here 
(in Port Augusta, where she now lives), out 
there in Cook, or in the city. "Go out in the 
world and tell the people the Good news 
about Jesus....". 

- Prayer Notes Day 17 
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"Stephen have you ever felt isolated?" 
I was to prepare a talk on 'Ministry in 
Isolation' recently, so looked for ammuni-
tion close at hand, just where our eldest 
son happened to be. 
"No" 
"Not in Kununurra (he wouldn't remem-
ber), Dampier, Narembeen (he'd worked 
there for a year)...? 
He thought a while. 
"As long as you can go down to a pub -
there's always someone there, or find a 
social club, I don't feel isolated". 
We went to Kununurra in 1970 with 
Catherine almost 2 and Stephen, 3 months 
old. We loved it there - although sad to be 
away from grandparents and close family 
and friends. But for us to be there was an 
extension for them, and our close family 
were able to visit us - a part of Australia 
that doubt they would have included in an 
itinerary at that time. 
How did we get on? The Lord sent His 
saints. There was the time when Kimball 
(born a year later) had gastro and went to 
skin and bone. Bill was away. Bill was 
always away for the strange unexpected 
things e.g. cattle stamping through town in 
the wee small hours looking for water 
which they found in a neighbours backyard 
swimming pool; the cane grass at the back 
went up in flames - normal in 
summer...NORMAL!!!???; ghekkos get-
ting fried in the fan control on the wall... 
that's usual!!!! 
Back to Kimball... a knock on the door and 
an older couple on long service leave from 
Tasmania asked if they could call and say 
hello. Their things were soon tucked away 
in the guest room under the high-level 
house...and upstairs they came - real 
angels. Lovely support for a mum with 
three littlies and a fourth on the way! They 

were a clergy couple - and as they travelled 
through the North West on that "holiday" 
and called in at Rectories, there was min-
istry for us from them in every home. What 
a blessing they were to us all. 
God continued to send lovely "grandpar-
ents" during those three years we were in 
Kununurra and later whilst we were in 
Dampier. Bishop Witt was always depend-
able for stories read and told. He was also a 
model for our children. They played 
Bishop and Mrs Witt for days after his/her 
visits. Stan Hummerston was another 
model figure who related to the kids but 
also encouraged and challenged us as 
Christians and parents to keep our hearts 
and minds on Christ and His love and joy 
real in our hearts. 
Others God gave us as gifts were singles -
Christian men and women working in these 
areas, either with mining or as teachers. 
They were great friends to our children and 
brought fun and fellowship into our home -
more wonderful, many of these friends 
have lasted through the years. 
The privilege that clergy children have is 
being in contact with people. Parents often 
worry about the rectories being open house 
and little privacy for the family - but it is a 
real benefit that these young people have 
so much contact with people and are 
exposed to real life characters and person-
alities. There can be resentment but as 
adults this can be of great benefit to them. 
Expectations have been a difficult one for 
our children - from us as parents, perhaps 
from the members of our churches because 
they re the P.K.'s (Parson/Rector's kids) or 
worse still if they are children born to a 
clergyman and a teacher!! On the surface 
our boys seemed to be pretty casual about 
all that - but perhaps they weren't gracious 
about working bees as they grew older! 
And were glad to move away. 

North-West P.K.'s-

What our Lord has shown me is that we can 
trust Him - for past, the mistakes, the hurts, 
the difficulties, the damage that may have 
been done to our children through our 
behaviour, our lifestyle, their missing out 
on close proximity of wider families or liv-
ing in the isolation of North West Australia 
instead of a city on the east coast. I have 
seen God's love, care and tenderness with 
our daughter as He healed her of errors we 
had made as parents and mended her deep 
hurts and ministered to her deep longings. I 
know that He can do this for our sons when 
they are ready for that ministry. 
We believe that He called us here - it has 
been a wonderful privilege to be with BCA 
in the '70's and to be part of this Diocese 
since 1970. Geraldton for 12 years was a 
blessing to us, and still feels like home -
where our Diocesan Cathedral and Centre 
is; where two of our sons still live. And to 
back in the Pilbara is to be home also.... I 
guess where God sends us is "home". We 
continue to trust God, our daughter and our 
sons - and we see His graciousness as He 
answers our prayers for them. We know 
that He will make up to them anything they 

have missed and He also promises more. 
To our son Stephen isolation means to be 
completely devoid of communication of 
any sort, no phone, no vehicle. Living in 
the North West, being assured of his family 
near and far and finding mates in each 
community in which he has jived....that's 
not isolation. 

Jocelyn Ross -Prayer Notes Day 8 

Bill and Jocelyn Ross 

FORMER BCA STAFF PHOTOS SOUGHT - Missino photo 
Thank you to all who have sent in photos from our first list published in 
Australian. BCA would appreciate loan of 
two of the very 
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any memorabelia, documents, etc relating to 
early missioners, Rev R Hawkins (Cobar) and Rev N Haviland (Ceduna) 

to initiate personal files. 
BROOKS 
BUTLER 

RevR 
Miss A 

CALDERWOOD BROWNE Rev G 
CHAMBERS 
CHAMBERS 
CHEERS 
CHEERS 
CLARKE 
CLOSE 
COLEFAX 
CRABB 
DEAN 
DILLOM 
DIXON 
DUFFY 
DUNSTAN 

RevN 
DrR 
Miss Ella 
Miss Ethel 
MissB 
Miss R 
Mr/Mrs S 
SrA 
Miss M 
Rev/Mrs F 
Dec.N 
Rev.W 
Rev.L 

Ceduna/Menindee 
Ceduna 
Menindee/W'cannia 
Ceduna/Delegate Bonang 
Ceduna 
Van/Munbindi Bowral 
Mungindi 
Wilcannia/lvanhoe 
Head office 
Mungindi 
Van 
Wudinna 
Willochra/Ceduna 
Bowral 
Timboon 
Denmark 

1957-63 
1952-56 
1938-42 
1940-43 
1959-62 
1928-30-50 
1948-51 
1949-51 
1952-66 
1955-58 
1927 
1955-62 
1926-28 
1946-50 
1941-46 
1933-36 

- Jocelyn Ross 



Post & Rails 

HEDLAND TO SHENTON PARK 
Rev Ray and Lyn Arthur will be moving to Perth in January to work in the Parish 
of Shenton park. The Arthurs were commissioned for service at Hedland on 
December 17th 1989. The photograph on the front of their Commissioning 
Service sheet shows 9 year old Scott, 13 year old Corinne and 14 year old 
Neroli. The Arthur children have grown up in Hedland and have seen many 
changes in the once separate congregations of Port Hedland and South 
Hedland. The commitment Ray and Lyn have shown in dealing with the poten-
tially difficult transition of two parishes is typical of the level of commitment they 
have always demonstrated as BCA staff. We will miss them as they move from 
our BCA family and will continue to uphold them in our prayers. 
May God enrich the Molyneuxs and the Arthurs in their new ministries. BCA 
gives thanks for their faithful work in the Pilbara. 

STAFF CHANGES 
Pilbara to the Kimberley 

Rev Canon Raymond and Betty 
Lou Molyneux have moved from 
Newman after 5 years of BCA sup-
ported ministry to serve in the 
Parish of Broome. Raymond will be 
Archdeacon of the Kimberley and 
Rector of Broome. In August they 
made a swansong visit to Sydney, 
taking part in a full and hectic 
schedule spreading the news of the 
work of BCA. This loving couple will 
be missed by the BCA family. 
There demanding new role in 
Broome will challenge them to 
maintain the exceptionally high 
standard of pastoral care they have 
given to all they encountered 
throughout their ministry. Please 
uphold them in prayer as they take 
on their new challenge. 

B u c k l a n d s to N e w m a n 
Assistant Bishop Bernard and Mrs 
Coralie Buckland have renewed their 
long association with BCA, with their 
appointment to Newman. BCA wel-
comes their service to this large Parish 
and the very many mining centres in 
their pastoral care. 

Irelands to Willunqa 
Rev. Wayne and Cherylene with son 
Matthew have begun ministry in the 
Parish of Willunga in the Diocese of The 
Murray. BCA gives thanks to God for 
the Ireland's ministry during their time 
with the Society and prays for their set-
tling in to their new parish. The future 
role of BCA in Leigh Creek is currently 
being evaluated as to how best the min-
istry in the region can be supported. 
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VIDEO RELEASE VIDEO RELEASE VIDEO RELEASE 
'Bring the Country Alive' 

A new video is now available from your BCA State Office, which captures the life 
and ministry of people in the Pilbara WA. From gold prospectors to graziers, 

from BHP workers to young mums, the video explores issues close to the heart 
for Christians living in the North West of Australia. Hear from the field staff at 

Newman and Port Hedland on this life changing ministry among everyday 
Aussies. The video cassette contains a new BCA introduction and song 

with thought provoking and inspiring interviews with outback families. 
Suitable for church services, mission updates, small groups and Christian educa-

tion courses on mission and ministry among Australians. 
VIDEO RELEASE VIDEO RELEASE VIDEO RELEASE 

A Request for Prayer Support 
from the Parish of Lake Cargelligo NSW 

As you may already be aware, Dr. Claire Cupitt, our remaining Doctor in Lake 
Cargelligo is under a great deal of stress, working 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week. It is only a matter of time till she will no longer be able to physically and 
emotionally continue this work, and will leave the district. 

If Dr. Cupitt leaves Lake Cargelligo, the whole community will be adversely 
affected, including the hospital, chemist and medical centre, which may suffer 

staff reductions and/or closure. The level of care available to emergency 
patients will also be seriously affected, as Griffith Hospital is at least 1.5 hours 

away and the air ambulance will take a minimum of two hours to arrive. 
A large percentage of the population of Lake Cargelligo town and region 

are either elderly or restricted in their ability to travel, either physically or eco-
nomically. The local community has suffered enough hardship 

with the downturn in the local economy due to the prolonged drought, 
and now are expected to envisage a future with no medical services 

available within a reasonable distance. 
No assistance is available from other towns in this region as, they too, have lim-

ited medical cover. West Wyalong has in the past had 2-3 doctors to 
ensure the medical care of residents, they now have one Doctor who is 
leaving at the end of this year, unable to continue the mammoth task of 
continuing medical services alone. Condobolin normally has 3 doctors, 

they now have two, one of which is leaving shortly and the last will follow 
by the end of the year if no replacements are found. 

Rev Grant Pacey Rector of Lake Cargelligo 

A Request for Prayer 



Pray 
for 
our 

Staff 

O Lord our God, help us to remember those 
who live in the remote parts of our land. 
We ask you to strengthen and encourage all 
whose ministries are supported by The Bush 
Church Aid Society. Refresh them in times of 
discouragement and loneliness and call others 
to stand with them in all task of making Christ 
known. Grant that, through the ministry of the 
Word and Sacraments, through medical work, 
through service and by caring for the young, the 
message of your redeeming love may be 
If you'd like more details for prayer, send for our FREE quarterly prayer notes. (See reply page). 

proclaimed, and 
accepted by the 
people throughout 
our land. We ask these * 
things through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Amen. 

Diocese of Northern Territory - Bishop Richard Appleby 
1 Anglicare Director - Mr. Peter and Mrs. Lynne Fisher 
2 Tennant Creek - Rev. Tom and Mrs. Carol Williams 

Diocese of North West Australia - Bishop Tony Nichols 
3 Kununurra - Rev. John and Mrs. Dianne Symons 
4 Derby - vacant 
5 Newman - Rt. Rev. Bernard and Mrs Coralie Buckland 
6 Hedland - Rev. Ray and Mrs. Lyn Arthur 
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10 Dampier - Counselling Ministry (Kinway) 
11 Mt Magnet (Murchison) - Rev. Philip and Mrs. Margaret Bassett 
12 Leinster - Rev. Les and Mrs. Jenny Gaulton 

Diocese of Willochra - Bishop David McCall 
13 Cooper Pedy - Rev. Bob and Mrs. Denise Rothwell 
14 Roxby Downs and Mid-West Mission - Rev. John and Mrs. Leone Rutherford 
15 Leigh Creek - Rev. Wayne and Mrs. Cherylene Ireland 
16 Cook: Bp Kirkby Mem. Hosp. - Sr. Gai DiDonna, Sr Joyce Kennedy 
17 Ceduna - Archdeacon George and Mrs. Judy Thomas 

Diocese of Riverina - Bishop Bruce Clark 
18 Broken Hill BCA House - Mr. Neville and Mrs. Margaret Coombs 
19 Wilcannia - Rev. Don and Mrs. Helen Wilson 

Diocese of Tasmania - Bishop Philip Newell 
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24 Quilpie - Rev. Terry and Mrs. Sherry Leonard 
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29 Acting Hon. Secretary for W.A. - Rev. Fred Buchanan 
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10 Where BCA is on the Mission Field Pray for the BCA Staff 11 

Our 
Mission 
Field 

The 
BCA 
Prayer 



LAW AND THE LANGUAGE OF LAW! 
"The most successful course I have been 
involved in so far at Nungalinya College", 
explained Elizabeth 
Caldwell, who is sup-
ported by BCA as the 
Literacy Co-ordinator 
in the Darwin College. 
The participants in the 
program were all adult 
indigenous men and 
women, mostly Arnhem 
Landers, and one 
Torres Strait Islander. 
Some were young 
adults in their 20' s, 
some were grey-haired 
and in their fifty's. Age 
was a significant factor, 
as it determined how 
much knowledge indi-
viduals were likely to 
have about the law sys-
tem in their own cul-
ture. In addition, the women were tradi-
tionally barred from some areas of knowl-
edge in their own culture, which made for 
a difference in approach to learning about 
the law system in the dominant culture. 
The project was carried out under the guid-
ance of Rob Haynes, lecturer in charge of 
Field Education, and myself, as Literacy 
Co-ordinator. Our main role was as sup-
port persons, or advisers, and we only 
acted as instructors when the students 

asked us. 
Other instructors were the many practition-
ers who agreed to take part in the course 
including, Magistrate Mr Bruce Mc 
Cormack, Justice Sally Thomas, the 

Legislative Assembly's 
Sergeant - at Arms, 
Police Officers, plus 
Officers of the 
Department of 
Corrective Services 
serving at Berrimah and 
Gunn Point Jails, 
Salvation Army's Major 
Hoare, who works with 
prisoners in the court 
system and the team 
from AARDS dealing 
with cross-cultural edu-
cation in Arnhem Land, 
Mr Stuart MacMillan 
and Rev Dr Djiniyini 
Gondarra. 

The content chosen by the participants was 
"Law and the Language of Law", looking 
at the dominant culture's idea of the law 
and comparing it with the known features 
and language of law in the cultures to 
which they belonged. As they made plans, 
carried them out and then reflected on the 
action, the content 'evolved'. They looked 
at law making and law enforcement. They 
made visits and invited people to come and 
talk to them. Several videos were shown 

during the course and the course itself was 
videoed and reviewed as part of the 
reflection process. 
Some of the places visited, including the 
Police Headquarters and the Ceremonial 
Court building seemed to overwhelm the 
participants. 
A more indigenous context, which they all 
chose for their assessment method was an 
outdoor evening meeting arranged and 
organised by the participants, for fellow 
college students and invited guests. The 
participants took it in turns to explain what 
they had learned during the course. They 
were significantly less affected by stress in 
this environment and they all spoke well 
about their learning experience. 
The students had prepared for their talks by 
painting banners, with strong and colourful 
images of how they viewed their learning 
and something of the dilemma of their peo-
ple's position between two laws. It seems 
that the students most valued learning the 
idea of Constitution. They saw this as being 
very close to their traditions of living 
within confederacies of tribes who have an 
agreement or a common constitution, 
which allows them to live together as a 
group of tribes. None of them had yet 
understood that the government of 
Australia was under constitutional agree-
ment between states, having traced the 
history of constitution back to 
the Magna Carta. 
We may take all this for grant-
ed, but it made a big difference 
in perception for these stu-
dents. Their impression was 
that white fellas were mainly a 
lawless mob who were ruled by 
a system of petty chiefs, via 
threat and intimidation. They 
had put the police at the "top of 
the pile', but as the course 
progressed they saw that the 

police were servants of the whole judicial 
system and that this was under the power of 
the constitution. 
Some people depicted God's Law as the 
final judge of tribal law and white fellow 
law. I had mixed feelings as I listened and 
watched the speakers, feeling frustrated 
because there were obviously many more 
things to deal with, but also feeling glad 
that a process of education had at last 
begun for them. 
Many friends, relatives and fellow students 
came to listen and I thought they were the 
most attentive audience I had seen for a 
long time. The interest in the topic 
continued after the meeting was officially 
closed, with small groups of people gath-
ered around talking. This evening particu-
larly, stood out to me as a significant event 
for the whole community. A very 
appropriate way of assessing the students. 
An indication of how the course may be 
valued by participants and an indication of 
the impact their learning is likely to have at 
community level. 

Elizabeth Caldwell 
Prayer Notes Day 1 
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MEET THE NEW SA Secretary 
Interview with Rev Owen Thomas (SA State Secretary elect) by Mr Ken Langshaw 

(Chairman ofSA State Committee for the Bush Church Aid Society). 
K.L. What was your ministry experience before accepting the South Australian 

Secretary's postion? 
O.T. After six years study at Sydney university and Moore Theological College in 

Sydney, I was assistant at the Parish of Epping , six years as Rector of South 
Hurstville, six years on the staff of Trinity Grammar School in Sydney 
(including being a housemaster), four years as Chaplain of Pulteney Grammar 
School in Adelaide and almost ten years as Rector of the parish of Coromandel 
Valley in the Adelaide Hills. I have been a supervisor for theological students' 
field experience since 1987, a tutor in the association of Theology course since 
1984 and Area Dean of the Southern Suburbs for the past twelve months. 

K.L. How do you believe this has been used by God to prepare you for your new 
position? 

O.T. It has given me contact with a good cross section of adults, young people and 
children. Experience in the administration of a medium and a large parish, a 
good theological and academic training together with almost thirty years of 
pastoral experience. Prior to offering for the ministry I was on the staff of the 
Commonwealth Bank in Sydney and Canberra and this has given me a good 
foundation for management in financial areas. 

K.L. What do you see as the immediate goal for BCA in South Australia? 
O.T. a) To provide a personal, pastoral contact with BCA field workers. 

b) To provide positive contact with parishes in all three Dioceses in the province 
in order to tell our church people of the importance of BCA ministry. 
c) To provide good administration 
d) To help raise more financial support for BCA. 
e) To make young people and children more aware of the BCA ministry. 
f) To challenge men and women to consider whether they have a call from God" 
to offer themselves for service with BCA. 

K.L. How can we work at getting the work of BCA more widely known? 
O.T. Obviously through as much contact with parishes in all three diocese as possible 

and by providing up-to-date information e,g, through videos and by using 
various forms of Church media (e.g. Anglican Church Guardian and other 
Diocesan publications). I would also like to have deputations in both primary 
and secondary schools, focus times on a more regional basis (e.g. area deaneries) 
and more access to non church media. 

K.L. What are your long term goals for the Society in both South Australia and 
in the Australian Church? 

O.T. a) To provide pastoral care for as many towns as possible where a fully locally-
supported ministry is unable to be provided for. 
b) To provide the best pastoral and financial support we can for all field staff 
appointed by the Society 
c) To increase knowledge and support for the Society throughout South 
Australia and Australia. 
d) To gain increased support from our young people. 
e) But above all else to bring the saving knowledge of Lord Jesus Christ to as 
many people as possible, especially those who live and work in the remote areas 
of our land. 

VwMtowg Rural GtorMim 
€mmmffltte& 

The business of Bush Church Aid is to get the church in the bush. Traditionally this has 
come by sending missioners to the vast outback mission areas in remote Australia. 
However there is another need - another gospel opportunity - for BCA to meet. 
Throughout rural Australia, country towns are winding down and community facilities are 
being withdrawn. There are many marginal parishes, struggling to survive in the face of 
drought and rural decline. Their clergy often work in isolation with scarce resources. They 
need help and encouragement to move out in ministry and mission to the people of their 
communities. BCA's ambition to aid the church in the bush has led to a pilot project being 
offered to and accepted by Bishop Bruce Clark of Riverina Diocese. Parishes have been 
invited to receive the education and consultation resources for ministry and mission being 
developed by Brian Carter. 

With a background of teaching the principles of evangelism, church growth and lay min-
istry, Brian comes alongside clergy and congregations as a friend with the objective eyes 
of an outsider. A consultation helps the local parish to assess its strengths and difficulties, 
to consider alternatives, to find and use resources, to discover new opportunities, and to 
make the most of its potential to serve the gospel. The people of rural Australia need a 
clear and inviting opportunity to turn to Christ, to enjoy the benefits he alone can give, and 
to worship Him in faith and love. The best way to bring that opportunity is through a 
strong and empowered bush church. 

Sponsored by BCA, Brian has just completed 
a diagnostic consultation with the parish of 
Coolamon - Ganmain in south-west NSW. In 
commenting on the program the rector, Rev. 
Ken Day, said: "There are so many people 
outside our Body of Christ who need to know 
God's love and the blessings he showers upon 
us. Brian Carter has helped us form a growth 
vision for our future. During Brian's visits we 
were able to look at where we are now, where 
we need to be, and then determine how to get 
there. Moving into mission mode is not easy, 
but with clear aims and objectives in our sight 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit we are 
now armed to move on. We give thanks to 
BCA for supporting us as we bring Christ's 
love to so many people." 
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Mrs Helen Wilson from Wilcannia reflected on isolation at a recent confer-
ence of the Anglican Women of Australia in Hay. 

As people living in country areas we often feel isolated from a wider variety of 
goods and services. As Christians we can feel isolated from other Christians and 
human resources. However, as Christians we are never isolated from our 
GREATEST SOURCE OF ALL: GOD HIMSELF. The Psalmist David knew 
this when he wrote: "Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from 
your presence? If I go up to the heavens you are there. If I make my bed in 
depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side 
of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me 
fast". Psalm 139:7-10 
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Jesus also made this known to His disciples when He said: "Lo, I am with you 
always. I will never leave you or forsake you. ̂ Emanuel, God with us". God is 
present in every place. Our God is an 
omnipresent God. Nowhere is too 
remote for God. 

What else is God 
like? One morning I 
was sweeping the front 
porch. A little 
Aboriginal fellow came in 
to help. As we were chat-
ting away he said, "Jesus is 
stronger than ghosts, isn't He? 
After I assured him he was, and 

Overcoming Isolation • 

seeking to draw him out further I asked him, "What else is Jesus like?" "What else do you 
know about Him?" He thought for a moment, then said "Jesus can be like a father and 
mother to me". What an incredible response to faith from a little ten year old boy living in 
Wilcannia. 

FOUR KILLED AT TIBOOBURRA 

The whole town was shocked when four of the community, 
working with the RTA were killed instantly in a tragic accident 

just 3 kms out of town, early in July. 
One of the victims was the father of two children students at 

"BCA House" at Broken Hill. He was the owner of the 
Tibooburra Supply Store. We had close contact with the family 

for two and a half years. 
The day of the funeral was warm and sunny. 

The sky was bright blue and a light breeze was 
blowing. We gathered around the grave site beside 
the rocky outcrops as most of the town gathered. 

That day the love and compassion of God in Christ 
was declared to a whole township. 

Thank God for BCA's commitment of support and mainte-
nance of ministry to rural and remote Australia. 

Don and Helen Wilson 

What else is God like? 
Where do we go to find 
out? We go to our second 
greatest resource - the 
Word of God-the Bible. 
Available to all, even in 
the most isolated places. 

What does God want me 
to do? He wants me to do 
the best I can with what I 
have got. People in isolat-
ed areas often add "...and 
sometimes I haven't got 
very much." O.K., you 
just do the best you can 
with that. What gifts have 
you got? 

Living on the Central Coast of NSW is a lady we have never met. At regular intervals 
throughout the year she sends us one of her beautiful little hand made cards. At the begin-
ning of the year it said: "Praying with you in 
1995 for ..."., and here she adds one or two 
things that we have mentioned in our newslet-
ters which we send out. So we know that she 
is praying intelligently. Then she adds some-
thing of her own prayer, like "and for the joy 
of the Lord in all you do". If it is a while 
since we received one from her, we think it is 
about time we hear from Mavis again. 

What a gift, the gift of the "work of prayer". 
This unseen, persevering, ongoing vitally 
needed, encouraging work which so many 
undertake in partnership with those in remote, 
isolated places. 

What else does God want me to do? He wants 
me to create opportunities for people to 
respond. There is no end to your imagination 
here. I have become more and more con-
vinced that if people in isolated areas are to 
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grow they cannot depend on the occasional visit or monthly service (if the road or wild 
life lets you through). We can't always be there but God and His word can. 

Helen Wilson 
See Prayer Notes Day 23 

ROLLED BY 
AN EMU 

As I hung upside down, 
suspended by the seat 
belt, I began to think of 
the dilemma I would be in 
if the Pajero caught fire. I struggled to find the release catch of the seat belt and 
prayed that it would release and let me out as quickly as possible. I looked around at 
the broken glass, the roof caved in and I crawled out of my window which was almost 
crushed into the red sand. It happened 50kms on the White Cliffs Rd. On my way to 
Church, Sunday morning April 23. 

Looking at the photos we can only say it was a miracle I got out at all, yet I emerged 
without a scratch. I wonder if Day 23 had something to do with it. 
Then I remembered it was our prayer day in the BCA Prayer Notes and people all 
around Australia would be praying for us. Was that why Helen slept in and I was on my 
own? 

Fancy being rolled by an Emu, I'll bet many of you will find that hard to believe. We 
who live out here and travel on these roads have has similar experiences. If not an 
emu racing in front of you at 60 kms (or is it 100) an hour, then a kangaroo bounding 
across your tracks or falling into a great hole of bull dust, or sliding down into the table 
drain after a shower of rain, or battling through heavy mud on the black soil plain. 

We must never take our driving prowess for granted. 
It reminded me that I should never take God for 
granted either. Sometimes it takes a crisis to give 
us a good shake up. I'm glad it was Day 23. 

The Pajero was a write off! A 
month later we replaced the 
vehicle with a Ford Maverick 

(Nissan Patrol). It was 
Day 23. Thanks for your 
prayers. 

Don Wilson 

BCA - Bringing our Country Mve 

Help us reach Bush Families 

YES... 
• I'll pray. Please send me the Prayer Notes. 
• I'll be informed. Please send me the 'Real Australian'. 
Qj I'll give. Enclosed is my gift for: 

$ 

or pleas 

$25 $50 $75 $100 $250 $500 

e charge this amount to my -
• Bankcard • Mastercard • Visacard 

$ 

Signature:. 
Name: 
Address:— 

.Expiry DateL 

Receipts issued upon request for gifts over $30.00. 
Please tick box if receipt is required. Qjj 

Please complete and return with your gift to: 
The Bush Church Aid Society (local State Office) or 

Level 7, 37 York Street, Sydney 2000 

18 The Wilson's story continues.. The Response Form 19 


